
 

 

Language Analysis             Text: Ŋarrakal Rumbalyu    Teachers:     Date:  
 Nouns Pronouns Verbs 

(doing words) 
Adjectives and Adverbs 

(describing words) 
Conjunctions 

(joining words) 
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People & Animals 
ḏamala (sea eagle) 
djamarrkuḻi' (children) 
djambatj yolŋu (hunter 
[lit clever person]) 
djanda (goanna) 
mäṉa' (shark) 
Märi (grandmother) 
nyoka' (crab) 
ŋarirri' (fish) 
waṯu (dog) 
weṯi' (wallaby) 
 
Things 
buthuru (ears) 
dharpa (branch) 
gapu (water) 
goŋ (hands) 
guku (honey) 
ḻuku (feet) 
maŋgu (blood) 
miyapunu mapu' (turtle 
eggs) 
matha (tongue) 
mel (eyes) 
ŋurru (nose) 
 

 
 
 

Pronoun forms 
ŋarrakal (my + 
agent suffix) 
ŋarraku (my + 
possessive) 

Primary 
bitjan (like this) 
dhäkay-birrka'yun (taste) 
ga (present cont) 
ḻuka (eat) 
nhäma (see) 
nhuman (smell) 
ŋäma (hear) 
ŋayatham (hold) 
waṉḏirr (run) 
warr'warryun (chase) 

balanya (like thus) 
ḏäl (strong) 
nhakun (like) 
yaka (no, not) 

 

Questions Words Demonstratives Time Words Genre (text type) 
 ŋuli (habitual marker, usually)  Informative 

Expressions 
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Sounds/ Rirrakay Syllables/ Djilabul Sight Words Suffixes Punctuation 
e.g. initial sounds, focus 
sounds 
 
 
 
 
 

e.g. initial syllables, focus 
syllables 

Words to focus on and learn from the 
text 

-dhu / -y / -yu (agent suffix) 
-kum (become [ḏälkum – 
tightly]) 
-lil (to, towards) 
-nha / -ny (object of a 
transitive verb) 
-nydja / -ny (emphasis) 
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