Language Analysis Text: Yothu Matha-Yalwu Djalthin Teachers: Date:
Nouns Pronouns Verbs Adjectives and Adverbs Conjunctions
(doing words) (describing words) (joining words)
Gurrutu (People / Kin) nhe (you) Pronoun | primary (present tense e.g. dialogue) | bawala (any, all kinds of) bala (then)
Bdpa (father) nali (we, dual forms ga (present cont.) bili (because)
Gdathu (child) inclusive) marrtji/n (go /emphasis) ga (and)
Mdari'mu (paternal grandfather) | nayi (he, she, wana/ny (say /emphasis)

Analysis of the text

Marratja (grandson)

Ndndi (mother)

Nathi (maternal grandfather)
Yapa (sister)

yothu (child)

Animal Foods

garkuyi (small mullet)

ména' (shark)

maranydjalk (stingray)
maypal (shellfish, generic)
miyapunu mapu' (turtle eggs)
narirri' (fish, generic)

ratjuk (barramundi)

wdkun (sea mullet)

Wurrki' (Flowers)

dharrangulk (red-flowering
kurrajong)

gdna (wild passionfruit)
rowu (goat's foot creeper)
wdkwak (waterlily)
wadrrkarr (spider lily)

it)

Secondary (command)
galkurr/a (wait)
nhdanu (look, see)

Tertiary (past tense e.g. narrative)
bitjarr/a (like that)

djdlthin (wanted)

lakaranal (told)

matha-yalwu (craved)

wanan /any (said, emphasis)

Quaternary
Djulkthuna/wuy (passed)
wakir'yuna/lil (hunting/to)

Questions Words

Demonstratives

Time Words

Genre (text type)

dhuwal (this, here)

dhuwana (that, there — near us)
dhuwandja (that, this / focus)
nunhi /yin (that, which, if, when /
emphasis)

bongun (later sometime)

walu (time)

Expressions

Go (Come on/ Come here)
Yo (Yes)

Narrative




Seasons

barra' — West wind

Dhuludur' — pre wet season
Gunmul — mid wet season
Mayaltha — wet season
Midawarr — end of wet season
Namakuli'numirra — harvest
time

Rarranhdharr — hot, dry season

Sounds/ Rirrakay Syllables/ Djilabul Sight Words Suffixes Punctuation

-gu /-ku / -w / -wu (for,

possessive) ,
-lil / -lila (to, towards)
-mirr / -mirra / -mirri (possessing | !
eg: mdna'mirr walu - time of -
shark)

-'mirrinu (kinship marker)

-nha / -ny (object of a transitive
verb)

Word study for the unit

-ny / -nydja / -n /-dja / -nha
(emphasis)
-wuy (of, about)

-y (agent eg: bapa'mirrinuy /time

marker eg: barray')

Teaching focus ideas: suffixes — a number of words have 2-3 suffixes all attached eg: GARKUYI /W / NHA and NANDI /'MIRRINU /Y / DJA.
Several of the word/suffix combos involve moving the glottal stop to after the suffix eg: WURRKIW' AND BARRAY'. This happens when the suffix is not a whole
syllable on its own (y, w, ny etc) - i.e. the glottal stop must go at the end of a syllable, so it moves to after the suffix sound.



