
 

Language Analysis             Text:  Maŋgatharra Mala gan Ŋirrimbuŋal   Teachers:     Date:  
 

Nouns Pronouns 
Verbs 

(doing words) 
Adjectives and Adverbs 

(describing words) 
Conjunctions 

(joining words) 
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People 
Maŋgatharra 
(Macassans) 
Yolŋu 
 
Places  
Takarrina (Mission 
Beach) 
wäŋa (home) 
raŋi (beach) 
 
Things 
berratha (rice) 
buŋgul (ceremony) 
dharripa (trepang/sea 
cucumber) 
galiku' (calico, material) 
ḻuŋgurrma / y (North 
wind) 
ḻuŋiny (smoking pipe) 
mitjiyaŋ (wooden boat) 
ŋarali' (tobacco) 
rrupiya (money) 
walu (sun / day) 
wata (wind) 

walal (they) 
 

Pronoun forms 
walalaŋgingal (to 
them / their) 

Primary 
nhäma (see, look) 
 
Tertiary (past tense) 
bumar (collected) 
dhärran (stood) 
djäma (did, made) 
gan (past continuous) 
goyurr (journeyed) 
gurrupar (gave) 
ḻithanmaraŋal (dried) 
marrtjin / ŋirrimbuŋal (went) 
milkuŋal (showed) 
nhäŋal (saw, looked) 
ŋoy-ŋupar (travelled over 
water) 
roŋiyinan (returned) 
waṉḏin (ran, travelled fast) 
waŋan (said) 

barrku (a long way away) 

mala (group) 

waŋgany (one) 

bala (then) 
bili (because, since, then) 
ga (and) 

Questions Words Demonstratives Time Words Genre (text type) 

yol (who?) Djutjtjutj/nha (goodbye) 

ŋunha (there) 

ŋunhiliyin (there, not far) 

räli (this way, towards speaker) 

baman' (a long time ago) 
waŋganymirriy (once) 
walu (day) 
yalalaŋumirriy (future) 
ḻuŋgurrma waṯa (North wind 
season) 

Narrative 
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Sounds/ Rirrakay Syllables/ Djilabul Sight Words Suffixes Punctuation 

e.g. initial sounds, focus 
sounds 
 
 
 

e.g. initial syllables, focus 
syllables 

Words to focus on and learn 
from the text 

nha / ny (emphasis) 
dhu / y (agent or instrument) 
lil (towards) 
wal (with, towards – person) 
ŋur (on, at, in) 
w (for) 

, 
. 
"" 
! 
? 
Eg: study use of commas in lists 
(page 5) 


