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About the Yolŋu Matha Levelled Reading Program 
 
The philosophy behind the bilingual program is for students to learn to read and write competently in their own 
language first. This will support them to later become proficient in a second language. In this case the second 
language is English, and students officially start learning to read and write in English in Year 4.

This Yolŋu Matha Levelled Reading Program is based on the original Djambarrpuyŋu program created by  
Pam Stephenson, Marrŋanyin', Dhaykamalu, Ŋäṉḏama and the Bible Translation Team (Wanymuli and  
Dianne Buchanan) in 1978, when the language of instruction at Shepherdson College first changed from  
Gupapuyŋu to Djambarrpuyŋu. Over 40 years the program has undergone many adaptations,  
including the creation of additional readers and decrease of Phase 1 (levels 1-16) from 16 to 8 levels. In 2020, 
Shepherdson College decided to revise Phase 1 of the program back to its original 16 levels, review the readers 
and renew the accompanying Teacher Guides.  

This revised program for Phase 1 (levels 1-16) now weaves together the original program with new design,  
and aligns student outcomes with the Northern Territory Indigenous Languages and Cultures (NT ILC) curriculum. 
Phase 1 includes 60 readers across 16 levels, each with an engaging and complete Teacher Guide.  
The Teacher Guides integrate lesson instructions and worksheets with progress maps and assessment tasks.  
 
The Yolŋu Matha Levelled Reading Program is one component of Shepherdson College’s early years literacy 
program, and should be complemented in the classroom by the Goanna Planner Program, Cued Articulation, daily 
speaking and listening in Yolŋu Matha, and explicit daily teaching of phonological  
awareness, phonics and handwriting.
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Progress Map
YM Reading Program – Level 1
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Cued Articulation
Focus Sounds
These are the sounds students should focus on and feel confident articulating for the Level 1 Key Words.

About Cued Articulation
Cued Articulation is a set of hand gestures developed by Jane Passy and adapted for Yolŋu Matha. 
They draw students' awareness to the way individual sounds are articulated. The hand gestures are 
logical - each hand movement represents one sound and the cue gives clues as to how and where 
the sound is produced.

Yolŋu Matha has 31 sounds in total and Shepherdson College uses the following colour coding to 
help students distinguish between them.

There are 6 Yolŋu Matha vowels (miyalkkurruwurr rirrakay - female sounds), which are coded Green.

There are 25 Yolŋu Matha consonants (ḏirrumuwurr rirrakay - male sounds). Consonants are colour 
coded red to distinguish 18 voiced consonants (ŋonuŋ rirrakay) and blue to distinguish 7 voiceless 
consonants (gurrum' rirrakay). 
 
As a rule, voiced consonants are the only consonants that can start words in Yolŋu Matha.  
Voiceless consonants only occur in the middle of words and at the end of words.
 
Colour Coding in the diagram below is used to prompt where the sounds are formed.
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Goanna Planner
Explicit Teaching of Literacy

-
Dhäwu Wild Cats - Bidi'yunawuy Wild Cats

Adapted by Yirrkala School 
LPC – Version 2020 

In addition to this Levelled Reading Program, it is important to read a variety of Yolŋu Matha texts with your 
class every day to expose them to written text and reading conventions that are essential to reading
development. 

Choose other stories from the school’s literature collection to also read every day. Ideally these texts would 
be linked to your Goanna Planner Program where you will find additional activities to support language and 
literacy development.

There is an opportunity to match the Goanna Planner text with the Buku Manapan (Big Ideas) topic.
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Key Words
Overview & Key Word cards

L e v e l  1

dhuwal
ŋarra

ga 

L e v e l  2

wäŋa
nhäma 

raŋi
napurr
-ŋur

L e v e l  3

marrtji
bala
-lil

yolŋu

L e v e l  4

mutika
waṉḏirr
nhina

maypal

L e v e l  5

ŋarraku 
marthaŋay
djamarrkuḻi'

buḻ'yun

L e v e l  6
galkun

-wu
-w

maṉḏa
-gu

gäma
miyapunu

-y
-yu

L e v e l  7

-thu 
-dhu

ŋarirri'
räkum
gapu 

ŋuḻkthun

L e v e l  8

limurr
ḏiltji

buma
dhu

gurtha

L e v e l  9

walal
dhärra
-wal
guku

gunga
ŋayi

L e v e l  1 0

nhaltjan
räkay
bäpa
nhälil

L e v e l  1 1

nhe
barpuru
butpuḻ
dharpa
nhaliy

L e v e l  1 2

ŋathi
ŋorra
ḻuku
weṯi'
detuŋ
-wal

L e v e l  1 3

yapa
djäma

yol
ŋatha
nhaku

dharrwa

L e v e l  1 4

wanha
yothu
dhakal
yaka

wanhawal
nhä

L e v e l  1 5

bathan
bili

märram
yindi
-ny

L e v e l  1 6

bäpi
-na

nhuma
linyu
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dhuwal

Level 1 – Key Word Cards

ŋarra 

ga
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Key Words
Games
These games can be played in class to help students remember Key Words for each level. 

Helpful tips
•	 Choose confident students to go first so they can model the activities and others have a chance 

to learn the words before their turn.
•	 Students have their turns one at a time while other students watch and listen so they are always 

learning from each other.
•	 Keep the games positive and fun, praising efforts and encouraging students to keep practicing.
 

You will need:  
•	 Chalk
•	 Key Word cards

How to play:
1.	 Draw a mountain on the floor or veranda with chalk.
2.	 Put key words on the mountain.
3.	 Starting at the base, students read the first word. 
4.	 If they get it correct they continue to step up the 

mountain. If they don't know a word they are out.

Climbing the Mountain

You will need:  
•	 A box or cloth bag
•	 Key Word cards
•	 1 x snake picture card (see additional materials)
 
How to play:
1.	 Put the flashcards and snake picture card into a box 

or bag.
2.	 One by one, students pull out a card without looking.
3.	 If they read the word correctly they keep the card. If 

they are incorrect they put it back.
4.	 If a student pulls out the snake, they have to put all 

of their cards back. 
5.	 After a set time, stop the game and students count 

their cards.

Bäpi!
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You will need:  
•	 2 x sets of Key Word cards

How to play:

Easy
1.	 Lay out two sets of cards in two columns: one face up and 

one face down. 
2.	 A student chooses one card from the face up pile and 

reads the word. 
3.	 They turn over one of the face down cards. If the cards 

match they keep them and it is the next student's turn. 
4.	 If the cards don't match they are put back and it is the 

next student's turn.
5.	 If the cards run out, start again so everyone has a turn.

Hard
1.	 Shuffle two sets of cards together and lay them out face 

down. 
2.	 A student turns one card over, leaving it on the mat face 

up, and reads the word.
3.	 They turn over a second card and read that word. If the 

cards match they keep them and it is the next student's 
turn.

4.	 If they don't match the cards are put back and it is the 
next student's turn.

5.	 If the cards run out, start again so everyone has a turn.

Memory

You will need:  
•	 A large piece of cardboard
•	 Textas
•	 Player's counters
•	 Key Word cards

How to play:
1.	 Draw up a game board with a picture such as a snail or 

snake.
2.	 Students roll the dice and pick up a card from the pile.
3.	 If they can read the key word correctly, they move the 

number shown on the dice.
4.	 You could add other instructions to the board such as 

skip ahead spaces, fall in a hole, go back 3 spaces, 
have two turns etc.

Board games
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You will need:  
•	 Key Word cards
•	 1 x sheet of blue fabric (or you could use string, 

chalk etc) to make the river.

What to do:
1.	 Spread out key word cards like stepping stones 

across the river.
2.	 Student must say each word before they walk on it.
3.	 If they are correct they take another step across the 

river.  
4.	 If a student does not know a word they fall into the 

river. A bäru (crocodile, played by the teacher)  
chases them back to shore to have another try.

Crossing the river

You will need:  
•	 2 x fly swatters
•	 2 x sets of Key Word cards

How to play:
1.	 Place the cards face up on the floor. 
2.	 Teacher gives two children a fly swatter each. 
3.	 When the teacher says a word they must race to 

swat the matching card first. 
4.	 Students could also take turns at calling out the 

words to swat.

Fly Swatter Game

You will need:  
•	 Chalk
•	 Key Word cards

How to play:
1.	 Draw hopscotch on the floor or veranda with chalk.
2.	 Put key word cards in the spaces.  
3.	 Students must read each word before they hop on it. 

If they don't know the word, they are out.

Hopscotch
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Lessons
'Think Aloud'  
The Teacher as a Literacy Role Model
Throughout this Levelled Reading Program, it is essential to demonstrate good reading and writing 
behaviours. Teachers should also demonstrate the thoughts and actions that one does when reading 
and writing.

Teachers can 'think aloud' in a focused, clear way to narrate their actions. This makes thinking about 
reading and writing visible for students.

Model good READING by: 
•	 Pointing to match one spoken word to one 

written word, from left to right.
•	 Identifying the titles and covers of books.
•	 Turning the pages one by one from front to 

back.
•	 Thinking out loud about how to read a tricky 

word, for example: looking at the first sound, 
looking at the picture, and breaking words 
into parts to make reading easier.

•	 Thinking out loud about what to do at  
various punctuation.

Model good WRITING by: 
•	 Using and talking about correct Yolŋu 

Matha spelling, grammar and letter  
formation when writing students' sentences 
or modelling a worksheet.

•	 Talking about how to form each letter while 
writing it, for example, "Hmm… nhaltjan 
ŋarra dhu 'm' djäma? Ŋurruŋu garramatŋur 
bala ŋoylil marrtji… roŋiyiny garramatlil 
rrambaŋi dhukarrkurr, bala wapthun  
märrma'mirr…"

•	 Thinking out loud about the word to be 
written and how to find the right sounds and 
letters.

•	 Thinking out loud while modelling where  
to start on the page, print direction, and 
spaces between words.

•	 Using objects to prompt ideas and  
encouraging students to be creative rather 
than telling them what to write.
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Lessons 
Overview Level 1  

             Readers                              1 Dhuwal Nyoka'
                                                    2 Ŋarra ga Nhina

             Key Words                          dhuwal 
                                                   ŋarra 
                                                   ga            

Lesson Worksheet

 1 dhuwal   1.1     Word recognition: Rainbow trace dhuwal

 2 dhuwal   1.2    Word identification: Circle and say dhuwal

 3 dhuwal   1.3    Class book: Make a simple sentence with dhuwal and draw  
         a picture. Staple all together to make a book.

 4 dhuwal   1.4    Read sentences: dhuwal and picture prompts. Colour pictures.

                5 ga   1.5    Word recognition: Rainbow trace ga

                6 ga   1.6    Word identification: Circle and say ga

                7 ga
  1.7a  &  1.7b  Class book: Make a simple sentence with dhuwal and ga, 
                     and draw a picture. Staple all into a book. 
                     (versions for flexible word order)

                8 ga   1.8    Read sentences: dhuwal, ga and picture prompts.  
          Trace ga. Colour pictures.

9 ŋarra   1.9    Word recognition: Rainbow trace ŋarra

10 ŋarra   1.10   Word identification: Circle and say ŋarra

11 ŋarra   1.11   Read sentences: dhuwal, ga, ŋarra and picture prompts.  
          Trace ŋarra. Colour pictures.

12 ŋarra
  1.12a  &  1.12b  Class Book: Make a simple sentence with ŋarra, dhuwal 
                         and ga and draw a picture. Staple all into a book.  
                         (cut and paste for flexible word order)

         Assessment                  Ensure the How Are They Going? assessment table is complete.
                                         Upload a video of each student reading to the Google Drive.
                                         Review students' against the NT Indigenous Languages & Cultures  
                                         curriculum.
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Lesson 1
dhuwal

B E F O R E  T H E  L E S S O N ,  P R E P A R E :

•	 Write student names on your Level 1 assessment table ready to check students' progress
•	 Key Word card: dhuwal
•	 picture cards (you can use the picture side of your Blending Cards)
•	 photocopies of Worksheet 1.1 
•	 coloured pencils

1.	 Show students the dhuwal key word card.
2.	 Going around the group one by one, show students pictures cards and ask them to talk about 

the picture they see.

Activity: Key Word cards

dhuwal

dhuwal

1.	 MODEL BEFORE HANDING OUT! Students trace the whole word in one colour, then 
repeat in other colours.  
 
- Check every student is writing letters correctly. 
- Remind them to start at the dot and follow the arrow. 

2.	 Students copy dhuwal into the spaces below.

Worksheet: 1.1 Rainbow trace dhuwal

Dhuwal bathi.
This is a basket.

Remember: Yolŋu Matha word order is more 
flexible than English.

Either of these examples will be correct!

H O W  A R E  T H E Y  G O I N G ? : 

•	 Students can talk about the pictures.

3.	 Make a sentence with dhuwal and a picture card. Students read it with you. 
4.	 Try swapping the word order around and reading the new order, pointing and reading left to write.
5.	 One by one, students make and read a sentence. 

 
- Make sure students point to the cards from left to right. 
- Make sure students match the word they say to the card they are pointing to. 
- Everyone reads each sentence together.
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Lesson 2
dhuwal

B E F O R E  T H E  L E S S O N ,  P R E P A R E :

•	 Key Word card: dhuwal
•	 picture cards (choose different pictures to lesson 1)
•	 Reader 1: Dhuwal Nyoka'
•	 photocopies of Worksheet 1.2
•	 pencils

1.	 Ask students what the dhuwal key word card says.
2.	 Make a sentence with dhuwal and a picture card. Ask students to read it. 
3.	 One by one, students make and read a sentence. 

 
- Make sure students point to the cards from left to right. 
- Make sure students match the word they say to the card they are pointing to. 
- Everyone reads each sentence together.

Activity: Key Word cards

1.	 MODEL BEFORE HANDING OUT! Show the worksheet to students and ask them what 
the word in the middle is.

2.	 Show students how to find and circle which words are the same as dhuwal.  
 
- Say the word dhuwal with students each time you circle it. 

3.	 Give students their own worksheet. 
 
- Walk around and check work. Ask individual students to read the word in the middle and find 
another dhuwal.

Worksheet: 1.2 Circle and say dhuwal

1.	 Hand out  Dhuwal Nyoka' to each student and read together. 
 
- Everybody points to the words in their own book. 
- Before you read each page, make sure all students are on the right page. 
- Ask students to find and point to dhuwal on each page of their book.

Reader: Dhuwal Nyoka'

H O W  A R E  T H E Y  G O I N G ? : 

•	 Students can find and read the word dhuwal amongst other words
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Lesson 3
dhuwal

B E F O R E  T H E  L E S S O N ,  P R E P A R E :

•	 Reader 1: Dhuwal Nyoka'
•	 photocopies of Worksheet 1.3
•	 coloured pencils and stapler

1.	 Ask one student to create a new sentence, dhuwal _________. (eg: dhuwal yarraman'). 
2.	 Model writing the new word onto a blank worksheet.  

 
- All students read it back together. 
 

3.	 Repeat for each student.  
 
- All students read every sentence together. 

4.	 Give students their own sheet with their new word on the page to draw their matching picture. 
 
- Walk around and listen to each student read their sentence while they are drawing. 

Worksheet: 1.3 Class      		   Book

1.	 Hand out Dhuwal Nyoka' to each student and read together. 
 
- Teacher models pointing to the words. 
- Remind students to point to the words in their own book. 
- Make sure all students are on the right page. 

2.	 Read again, this time each student reads one page each. 
 
- Remind students to point to each word and to look at the pictures for help.

Reader: Dhuwal Nyoka'

H O W  A R E  T H E Y  G O I N G ? : 

•	 Students can read their own simple sentence back

5.	 Make a front cover together that says 'dhuwal' . Collect all worksheets and staple to make a book. 
6.	 Read the book then add to your classroom library.
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Lesson 4
dhuwal

B E F O R E  T H E  L E S S O N ,  P R E P A R E :

•	 Key Word card: dhuwal
•	 picture cards (you can use the picture side of your Blending Cards)
•	 Reader 1: Dhuwal Nyoka'
•	 Completed Class 'dhuwal' Book (made last lesson) 
•	 photocopies of Worksheet 1.4
•	 coloured pencils

1.	 Revise dhuwal using the key word card and picture cards to make and read sentences. 

Activity: Key Word cards

1.	 Hand out one worksheet to each student.
2.	 Read word and picture sentences together. Ask students to point to each word and picture as 

you all read.  
 
– Make sure students are pointing to the words and reading left to right.  

3.	 While students trace dhuwal and colour the pictures, walk around and listen to each student 
read a few sentences.

Worksheet: 1.4 Read dhuwal sentences

1.	 Hand out Dhuwal Nyoka' to each student and read together. 
 
- Teacher models pointing to the words. 
- Remind students to point to the words in their own book. 
- Make sure all students are on the right page. 

2.	 Read again, this time each student reads one page each.  
 
- Remind students to point to each word and to look at the pictures for help.

Reader: Dhuwal Nyoka' 

H O W  A R E  T H E Y  G O I N G ? : 

•	 Students turn pages one by one, from front to back

3.	 Finish by reading the class 'dhuwal' book (made in the last lesson) to the students. 
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Lesson 5
ga

B E F O R E  T H E  L E S S O N ,  P R E P A R E :

•	 Key Word cards: dhuwal, ga
•	 picture cards (you can use the picture side of your Blending Cards)
•	 Reader 1: Dhuwal Nyoka'
•	 photocopies of Worksheet 1.5
•	 coloured pencils

1.	 Show students the ga key word card.
2.	 Clap and count syllables for ga and dhuwal.
3.	 Clap and count the syllables for students' names together.
4.	 One by one, ask each student to clap and say a different two syllable word (eg: walu, yiki, 

waṯu, gurtha, mäḏi, maypal, weṯi', boṉba, yothu)

Activity: Key Word cards

1.	 MODEL BEFORE HANDING OUT! Students trace the whole word in one colour, then 
repeat in other colours.  
 
- Check every student is writing letters correctly. 
- Remind them to start at the dot and follow the arrow. 

2.	 Students copy ga into the spaces below.

Worksheet: 1.5 Rainbow trace ga

Bathi ga bikipiki dhuwal.
This is a basket and pig.

Remember: Yolŋu Matha word order is 
more flexible than English.

Either of these examples will be correct!

dhuwal

ga

ga

dhuwal

H O W  A R E  T H E Y  G O I N G ? : 

•	 Students can clap and say syllables for 2 syllable words. 

5.	 Make a sentence with dhuwal, ga and picture cards. Students read it with you. 
6.	 Try swapping the word order around and reading the new order, pointing and reading left to write.
7.	 One by one, students make and read a sentence. 

 
- Make sure students point to the cards from left to right. 
- Make sure students match the word they say to the card they are pointing to. 
- Everyone reads each sentence together.
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Lesson 6
ga

B E F O R E  T H E  L E S S O N ,  P R E P A R E :

•	 Key Word cards: dhuwal, ga 
•	 Key Word game (and any resources you need for it)
•	 Reader 1: Dhuwal Nyoka'
•	 photocopies of Worksheet 1.6
•	 coloured pencils

1.	 Introduce a key word game using only dhuwal and ga.  
 
-	 Add new words to the game as you move through the Reading Program levels.

Activity: Key Word cards

1.	 MODEL BEFORE HANDING OUT! Show the worksheet to students and ask them what 
the word in the middle is.

2.	 Show students how to find and circle which words are the same as ga.  
 
- Say the word ga with students each time you circle it. 

3.	 Give students their own worksheet. 
 
- Walk around and check work. Ask individual students to read the word in the middle and find 
another ga.

Worksheet: 1.6 Circle and say ga

1.	 Hand out Dhuwal Nyoka' to each student and read together. 
 
- Teacher models pointing to the words. 
- Remind students to point to the words in their own book. 
- Make sure all students are on the right page. 

2.	 Read again, this time each student reads one page each. 
 
- Remind students to point to each word and to look at the pictures for help.

Reader: Dhuwal Nyoka'

H O W  A R E  T H E Y  G O I N G ? : 

•	 Students can find and read the word ga amongst other words.
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Lesson 7
ga

B E F O R E  T H E  L E S S O N ,  P R E P A R E :

•	 Key Word cards: dhuwal, ga
•	 picture cards (you can use the picture side of your Blending Cards)
•	 Reader 1: Dhuwal Nyoka'
•	 photocopies of Worksheet 1.7a and 1.7b
•	 phone or iPad to record students reading 
•	 coloured pencils and stapler

1.	 Revision: Play a quick game such as memory using about 8 key word cards and picture 
cards.

2.	 Using the dhuwal and ga key word cards and picture cards, each student makes a sentence.
3.	 Write each student's sentence on Worksheet 1.7a or 1.7b (depending on their word order).

Activity: Key Word cards

1.	 Give students their worksheet to illustrate their sentence. 
 
-	 Walk around and video each student reading their sentence while they are drawing. 

Worksheet: 1.7a & 1.7b Class 	  Book

Dhuwal bathi ga bikipiki.
This is a basket and pig.

Remember: Yolŋu Matha word order is 
more flexible than English.

Either of these examples will be correct!

dhuwal

ga

ga

dhuwal

H O W  A R E  T H E Y  G O I N G ? : 

•	 Video students reading picture and key word sentences or their worksheet.  
Put student videos into the Google Drive. 

2.	 Make a front cover together that says 'ga'. Collect all worksheets and staple to make a book. 
3.	 Read the book then add to your classroom library.
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Lesson 8
ga

B E F O R E  T H E  L E S S O N ,  P R E P A R E :

•	 Key Word cards: dhuwal, ga
•	 picture cards
•	 Reader 2: Ŋarra ga Nhina
•	 photocopies of Worksheet 1.8
•	 coloured pencils

1.	 Play a quick game such as memory using about 8 key word cards.
2.	 Revise using dhuwal, ga and picture cards to make and read sentences. 

 
- Make sure students point to the cards from left to right. 
- Make sure students match the word they say to the card they are pointing to. 
- Everyone reads each sentence together.

Activity: Key Word cards

1.	 Hand out one worksheet to each student.
2.	 Read word and picture sentences together. Ask students to point to each word and picture as 

you all read. 
 
- Make sure students are pointing to the words and reading left to right. 

3.	 While students trace ga and colour the pictures, walk around and listen to each student read a 
few sentences.

Worksheet: 1.8 read ga sentences

1.	 Hand out Ŋarra ga Nhina to each student and read together. 
 
- Teacher models pointing to the words. 
- Remind students to point to the words in their own book. 
- Make sure all students are on the right page. 

2.	 Read again, this time each student reads one page each.  
 
- Remind students to point to each word and to look at the pictures for help.

Reader: Ŋarra ga Nhina

H O W  A R E  T H E Y  G O I N G ? : 

•	 Students follow the words in the book with their finger.
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Lesson 9
ŋarra

B E F O R E  T H E  L E S S O N ,  P R E P A R E :

•	 Key Word cards: dhuwal, ga, ŋarra
•	 picture cards of actions (verbs)
•	 photocopies of Worksheet 1.9
•	 coloured pencils

1.	 Show students the ŋarra key word card. Clap and count the syllables.
2.	 Talk about the action picture cards to introduce verbs (djämamirriyam).
3.	 Make a sentence with dhuwal, ga, ŋarra and action picture cards. Students read it with you. 
4.	 Try swapping the word order around and reading the new order, pointing and reading left to 

right.
5.	 One by one, students make and read a sentence. 

 
- Make sure students point to the cards from left to right. 
- Make sure students match the word they say to the card they are pointing to. 
- Everyone reads each sentence together.

Activity: Key Word cards

1.	 MODEL BEFORE HANDING OUT!  Students trace the whole word in one colour,  
then repeat in other colours.  
 
- Check every student is writing letters correctly. 
- Remind them to start at the dot and follow the arrow.

2. Students copy ŋarra into the space below.

Worksheet: 1.9 Rainbow trace ŋarra

H O W  A R E  T H E Y  G O I N G ? : 

•	 Students can arrange words on cards to create accurate sentences. 

Burr'yun ga ŋarra dhuwal. 
This is me dancing.

Remember: Yolŋu Matha word order is more flexible 
than English. Either of these examples will be 
correct!

dhuwal

dhuwal

ga

ŋarraga

ŋarra
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Lesson 10
ŋarra

B E F O R E  T H E  L E S S O N ,  P R E P A R E :

•	 Key Word cards: dhuwal, ga, ŋarra
•	 Key Word game (and any resources you need for it)
•	 Reader 2: Ŋarra ga Nhina
•	 photocopies of Worksheet 1.10
•	 coloured pencils

1.	 Play your favourite key word game to revise dhuwal, ga and ŋarra.	

Activity: Key Word cards

1.	 MODEL BEFORE HANDING OUT! Show the worksheet to students and ask them what  
the word in the middle is.

2.	 Show students how to find and circle which words are the same as ŋarra.  
 
- Say the word ŋarra with students each time you circle it. 

3.	 Give students their own worksheet. 
 
- Walk around and check work. Ask individual students to read the word in the middle and find 
another ŋarra.

Worksheet: 1.10 Circle and say ŋarra

1.	 Hand out Ŋarra ga Nhina to each student.
2.	 Each student reads one page each. 

 
- Remind students to point to each word and to look at the pictures for help. 
- Ask students to find ŋarra on each page.

Reader: Ŋarra ga Nhina

H O W  A R E  T H E Y  G O I N G ? : 

•	 Students can find and read ŋarra amongst other words.
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Lesson 11
ŋarra

B E F O R E  T H E  L E S S O N ,  P R E P A R E :

•	 Key Word cards: dhuwal, ga, ŋarra
•	 Key Word game (and any resources you need for it)
•	 Reader 2: Ŋarra ga Nhina
•	 photocopies of Worksheet 1.11
•	 coloured pencils

1.	 Play your favourite key word game to revise dhuwal, ga and ŋarra.	
2.	 Clap and count syllables for dhuwal, ga and ŋarra.
3.	 Clap and count the syllables for students' names or other words from the readers.

Activity: Key Word cards

1.	 Hand out one worksheet to each student.
2.	 Read word and picture sentences together. Ask students to point to each word and picture as 

you all read. 
 
– Make sure students are pointing to the words and reading left to right. 

3.	 While students trace ŋarra and colour the pictures, walk around and listen to each student 
read a few sentences.

Worksheet: 1.11 Read ŋarra sentences

1.	 Hand out Ŋarra ga Nhina to each student, purposely hand the books out upside down or the 
wrong way round.

2.	 Ask each student to find the front cover.

Reader: Ŋarra ga Nhina

H O W  A R E  T H E Y  G O I N G ? : 

•	 Students can identify the front cover (start) of the reader.

3.	 Students read one page each. 
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Lesson 12
ŋarra

B E F O R E  T H E  L E S S O N ,  P R E P A R E :

•	 Key Word cards: dhuwal, ga, ŋarra
•	 picture cards of actions (verbs)
•	 photocopies of Worksheet 1.12a and 1.12b
•	 phone or iPad to record students reading
•	 coloured pencils, scissors and glue

1.	 Play your favourite key word game to revise dhuwal, ga and ŋarra.	
2.	 Revise making a sentence with dhuwal, ga and ŋarra, and an action picture card (students 

can use a variety of word orders - see lesson 9). 
 
- Each student has a turn to make and read a sentence.

Activity: Key Word cards

1.	 MODEL BEFORE HANDING OUT!  
 
- Cut and paste the pieces in flexible word order. 
- Choose a verb to write on the blank piece. 
- Read the whole sentence, pointing at the words from left to right. 
- Draw a picture to illustrate. 

2.	 Ask students one at a time to choose a verb. Write it on their sheet before you give it to them. 
 
- Students must choose a verb different to the reader and to other students. 

3.	 Walk around and listen to each student read their sentence while they are drawing. Students 
may each have different word order so this is a good opportunity to assess their individual 
reading. 

Worksheet: 1.12a & 1.12b Class 			   Book

H O W  A R E  T H E Y  G O I N G ? : 

•	 Students match the right spoken word to each written word.
•	 Video this step as the final Level 1 assessment.

4.	 Make a front cover together that says ŋarra. Collect all worksheets and staple to make a book. 
5.	 Read the book then add to your classroom library.
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Assessment
Level 1 Table
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1
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6
7
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12
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t 
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e

Talks about pictures

Identifies dhuwal from 
amongst other words

Reads their own simple 
sentence back

Turns pages one by 
one, from front to back 

Claps and says  
syllables for 2 syllable 
words

Identifies ga from  
amongst other words

VIDEO students 
 reading Key Word card 
sentences or worksheet 

Follows the words in 
their book with their 
finger

Arranges words on  
cards to create  
sentences

Identifies ŋarra from  
amongst other words

Identifies the front  
cover (start) of the 
reader

VIDEO dhuwal

VIDEO ga

VIDEO ŋarra
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Assessment
Level 1 Tasks
Ensure that the HOW ARE THEY GOING? assessment table is complete.
•	 Some gaps may be unavoidable if students were absent. 
•	 If a student hasn't been recorded at all throughout this level, video them now reading 

either Reader 1: Dhuwal Nyoka' or Reader 2: Ŋarra ga Nhina.
•	 Review videos to complete as much of the table as possible.
•	 Upload all videos to your class folder on the google drive.

Levelling students
•	 Teaching teams should sit together and review the HOW ARE THEY GOING? assessment 

table along with videos. 
•	 Use this data to level students against the NT Indigenous Languages and Cultures Curriculum, 

Reading and Viewing strand. 
 
- Move students' photos on your ILC Reading & Viewing Bilingual Learner Profile to show 		
which level each student is working at. 

If they demonstrate some or all of the items in the Level 1 assessment table  
they will be at Band 1 Transition Beginning.

What's next?
Split the class into TWO ability groups from here. 

GROUP 2:  
STUDENTS WHO HAVE 
COMPLETED LEVEL 1  
Begin work on Level 2  
 

GROUP 1:  
STUDENTS WHO  
NEED MORE TIME   
Repeat Level 1 
(they may have had lower 
attendance and missed  
lessons).

REPEAT 
LEVEL 1  

READERS

MOVE ON TO 
LEVEL 2  

READERS
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ss

on
1
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3

4
5

6
7

8
9

10
11

12
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Talks about pictures

Identifies dhuwal from 
amongst other words

Reads their own simple 
sentence back

Turns pages one by 
one, from front to back 

Claps and says  
syllables for 2 syllable 
words

Identifies ga from  
amongst other words

VIDEO students 
 reading Key Word card 
sentences or worksheet 

Follows the words in 
their book with their 
finger

Arranges words on  
cards to create  
sentences

Identifies ŋarra from  
amongst other words

Identifies the front  
cover (start) of the 
reader

VIDEO dhuwal

VIDEO ga

VIDEO ŋarra
* If you have concerns about  
a child's reading after their  
second attempt at Level 1, talk to 
leadership and school support staff
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Additional Materials
Animals
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Objects
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Verbs
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